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Courage, Strength, and Guilt

When there is a goal or something wanted by a human being, that person may sometimes go to any measure to accomplish their goals regardless of what they have to do. People go to measures of violence, treason, and even homicide to reach their thought of a destiny. But for many, there are morals and our conscious keeps us from doing these things that are inhuman, yet for some, they could put guilt aside and do what it takes to reach their goal. In William Shakespeare’s tragedy Macbeth, Macbeth and Lady Macbeth both decide to murder the king of Scotland so that Macbeth may be crowned king. Yet Macbeth is hesitant to committing treason and murder against his own king that has given him many gifts as a general. Lady Macbeth is his motivation and courage as Macbeth faces guilt about the action. Following the murder, Lady Macbeth continues to motivate her husband as he attempts to become a powerful ruler. Despite having no guilt when murdering the king, Lady Macbeth eventually becomes the one with guilt and madness as she is affected by her actions. These actions would ultimately lead to her demise as she would take her own life. She would no longer be able to cope with thought of murdering King Duncan and she would become emotionally separated from Macbeth as he became enraged with life and did whatever he could to ultimately stay king of Scotland. Through the prophesies of Macbeth and his rage as a ruler, Lady Macbeth is there to initially persuade him through her traits of courage and strength, but it would eventually lead to her guilt as she took her own life for murdering the king.

Following the prophecies of the three witches, Macbeth was apprehensive of whether he should believe the prophecies or not. Through his letter to Lady Macbeth, he states that he was prophesized to become king of Scotland. Lady Macbeth says to herself, “Glamis thou art, and Cawdor; and shalt be / What thou art promised. Yet do I fear thy nature; / It is too full o’th’ milk of human kindness” (Shakespeare 1.5.15-17). Lady Macbeth did not have the confidence her husband could be able to lead a country. She questioned his manhood and believed that he was far too kind to be a leader. For Macbeth, it was difficult to take the life of the king. Within his conscious he felt that he could not take his life for the king had given him so much. Under his reign, Macbeth was able to accomplish many goals, and through these accomplishments he was able to rise to power. Lady Macbeth told herself, “The raven himself is a hoarse / That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan / Under my battlements. Come, you spirits / That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here, / And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full Of direst cruelty” (1.5.45-50). Lady Macbeth had the courage to motivate Macbeth to kill the king. In her mind, she was able to justify her reasoning for the cruel crime that they were about to commit. For the two, the taste of power, wealth, and glory drove them to kill Duncan. Macbeth had his doubts throughout the night Duncan was murdered but Lady Macbeth rose up to power to be the one to finish the evil act that took the King’s life. The relationship of the two was strong, but Lady Macbeth’s lust for power would ultimately bring the couple apart and even worse, lead to the demise of two.

As Lady Macbeth and her husband murdered Duncan, they had to overcome the guilt of taking another human life. The ruthlessness of Lady Macbeth kept Macbeth motivated after killing Duncan. As Macbeth came to power, he still lacked some of his manhood and his wife is what guided him through his reign to power. “Sit, worthy friends. My lord is often thus / And hath been from his youth. Pray you, kept seat. / The fit is Momentary; upon a thought / He will again be well” (3.4.64-67). Macbeth’s conscious and guilt still haunted him as he had Banquo killed for his sons would be the next reign as king. Despite having him killed, at the party he saw the ghost of Banquo and became fearful and terrified of what he saw. He had accused others for playing some kind of trick on him. Yet Lady Macbeth was there for her husband and let others know that nothing was wrong with him. She stood up for him as others began to question what was enraging their new king. Lady Macbeth was able to lie and care for her husband, for he was not able to deal with his conscious. Following his panic, she questioned him about his manhood once again and called him a woman. She ruthlessly said, “Impostors to true fear, would well become / A woman’s story at a winter’s fire, / Authorized by her grandam. Shame itself!” (3.4.77-79). Lady Macbeth had insulted Macbeth for not being able to handle the situation. Her criticism would be what aided Macbeth to become more of a man and more of a leader. Regardless of what Macbeth thought, his wife would also have a say in the actions that they both did. Despite some may say that Lady Macbeth did not provoke Macbeth, this is untrue because throughout the story she had been the more powerful and courageous person. But eventually as time progressed, Lady Macbeth began to change and guilt would eventually overpower her and ultimately lead to her demise.

As Macbeth was finally able to accomplish his own goals without the motivation of his wife, guilt and madness overcame Lady Macbeth as her mind made her see things that were not there. “Out, damned spot, out, I say!—One, Two. / Why, then, ‘tis time to do ‘t. Hell is murky! Fie, my / lord, Fie! A soldier and afeard? What need we fear / who knows it, when none can call out power to / account?—Yet who would have thought the old man / to have had so much blood in him” (5.1.37-42). Lady Macbeth was admitting her guilt for killing the King. Yet the Lady Macbeth saying these things was not the same Lady that had persuaded Macbeth throughout the beginning of his reign as king. The guilt in her mind drove her to madness as she no longer had the same conscious that had driven her to murder Duncan. All she could see was the bloodshed on her hands that would not wash away despite washing her hands time after time. The blood had stained her mind and she was now seeing it. Lady Macbeth was admitting to the murder of Duncan because she was no longer able to keep it hidden in her conscious. Her final words of the play stated, “To bed, to bed. There’s knocking at / the gate. Come, come, come, come. Give me your / hand. What’s done cannot be undone. To bed, to / bed, to bed” (5.2.69-72). Lady Macbeth was able to understand that what she had done could not be undone. When she said “To bed, to bed, to bed” it symbolized that she was done and over with the guilt and that it was time to sleep. Yet sleep for her meant that she would take her life and forever sleep and no longer face the guilt and madness that had haunted her. 

Through the prophesies of the three witches, Macbeth was able to reach kingship as Lady Macbeth helped him through her courage and strength, yet this act of bravery would ultimately   lead to her demise. Her bravery is what enabled Macbeth to eventually become fearless of everything. Yet her bravery is what made her take her own life. The conscious within her made her face guilt upfront and it would eventually control her and take over her life. From Shakespeare’s tragedy, we can decipher things that are good and evil. Evil forces are what drive us to reach the bitter goals in life that we all have. In life we face times circumstances where we have guilt for the things we do and can no longer take it. People may go to any measure to do what they want but many times there is a consequence for what is done. We as humans face such dilemmas in our everyday lives and we try not to let these things overcome us as it did to Lady Macbeth. Shakespeare’s tragedy gives an idea of what our lives sometimes resemble and how we decide to live. For everything we do, there will always be a reaction. Evil or good, it will always affect us. The life of Lady Macbeth is like a portion of our lives where we must face decisions that will affect us for the future and the decisions we make can haunt us forever. 
